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This  gu ide  prov ides  Approved Vendors  with  v isua l  examples  of  

photos  that  exempl i f y  the  standards  expected f rom photo  

documentat ion  prov ided as  part  of  the  Part  I  and Part  I I  pro ject  

approva l  processes .  Approved Vendor  Managers  rev iew photos  to  

understand ex ist ing  s i te  condit ions  before  the  photovol ta ic  (PV)  

system is  insta l led  dur ing  the  Part  I  appl icat ion ,  and to  see  

insta l led  equipment  post - insta l lat ion  as  part  of  the  Part  I I  

appl icat ion.  S ince  the  Approved Vendor  Manager  i s  not  present  at  

the  s i te  assessment  or  system insta l lat ion,  s i te  photos  he lp  

demonstrate  roof  condit ions  and or ientat ion ,  e lectr ica l  system 

condit ion,  shading  impacts ,  ava i lab le  area ,  and ver i fy  insta l led  

equipment .  There  are  t imes  when photos  outs ide  of  those  l i sted  

with in  th is  gu ide  are  needed to  ver i fy  the  Part  I I  Submitted s i te  

p lan  or  one l ine .  

Introduction

Clear,  wel l - l i t ,  and composed photos  can expedi te  the  

appl icat ion  rev iew process ,  whi le  b lurry,  incomplete  

photo  sets  wi l l  resu l t  in  requests  for  addit iona l  

photos ,  pro long ing  the  rev iew process .  Aer ia l  photos  

are  he lpfu l  as  they  prov ide  a  panoramic  v iew,  a l lowing  

the  rev iewer  to  see  the  proposed s i te  locat ion  and the  

surrounding  area .  

C lose-up photos  of  components  and the ir  labe l ing  

should  be  leg ib le .  Take  t ime to  compose a  qua l i ty  

image and rev iew i t  ons i te ,  as  th is  reduces  the  need to  

retake  photos .  P lease  reach out  to  your  Vendor  

Manager  with  any  quest ions  about  I LSFA pro ject  photo  

requirements .  
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- OPTIONAL SECTION 
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As part of the Site Suitability submission, photos are to be submitted of the overall 
roof condition. As shown here, Aerial shots of the location are ideal, capturing the 
entirety of the proposed location. Should you be unable to submit aerial photos, 
submit photos showing all sites. 

Part I Site Suitability: Roof Condition

Pitched Roof Flat Roof
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Photos showing interior roof components are submitted to ensure the integrity of the 
roof prior to installation. See the Structural Assessment section of the Site Suitability 
Guidelines for more information regarding these photos. 

Part I Site Suitability: Interior Roof Components
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For Ground Mount systems, submit photos showing the conditions of the site to be 
utilized for ground mount installation. See the Ground –Mount Siting Assessment 
section of the Site Suitability for more details.

Part I Site Suitability: Ground Condition
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Photos showing the condition of the electrical panel at a Residential Solar (Small) 
location and Non-Profit Facility. It is important to show multiple photos. One with the 
Main Service Panel cover on and visible and another with the cover removed exposing 
the service and branch wiring. See the Electrical Assessment section of the Site 
Suitability Guidelines.

Part I Site Suitability: Electrical System
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Area Clear of Obstruction: Photos showing the condition of the area surrounding 
the electrical panels. It is important to show multiple photos. Additional work to 
ensure a clear work area should be noted as part of the site’s suitability. 

Part I Site Suitability: Space and Accessibility 
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P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p ro p o s e d  a r ray  l o c a t i o n  
fo r  a  s i n g l e - fa m i l y  re s i d e n c e .  T h i s  o n e  
a e r i a l  p h o t o  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  
re q u i re m e n t s  w h e n  m u l t i p l e  a r ray s  a re  
p l a c e d  o n  t h e  d i f fe re n t  d i re c t i o n a l  
fa c i n g  p i t c h e s  o f  t h e  ro o f.  H o w e ve r,  
p h o t o s  t a ke n  f ro m  6 '  a b o ve  t h e  ro o f  
w i l l  n o t  c a p t u re  a l l  t h e  p ro p o s e d  
a r rays ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  m u l t i p l e  p h o t o s  
w i l l  n e e d  t o  b e  p re s e n t e d .

Part I Site Suitability: Shading

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p o t e n t i a l  
o b st r u c t i o n s .  T h i s  p h o t o  a t t e m p t s  
t o  s h o w  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  t w o  l a rge  
t re e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  a r ray  
l o c a t i o n .  T h i s  s h a d i n g  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  
R E C  q u a n t i t y  a n d  i n c e n t i ve  a m o u n t s  
a n d  c o u l d  j u s t i f y  a l t e r n a t i ve  d e s i g n  
m e t h o d s .

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p ro p o s e d  a r ray  
l o c a t i o n  fo r  a  N o n p ro f i t  p ro j e c t .  
W h i l e  n o t  a n  a e r i a l  p h o t o,  t h i s ,  t o o,  
w o u l d  s a t i s f y  re q u i re m e n t s  a s  t h e  
m u l t i p l e  a r rays  a re  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d  
o n  t h e  t w o  ro o f  fa c e s  s h o w n  h e re .

P h o t o  s h o w i n g  p o t e n t i a l  
o b st r u c t i o n s  t o  t h e  p ro p o s e d  a r ray  
i n  t h e  H VA C  u n i t s  o n  t h e  ro o f  o f  t h i s  
b u i l d i n g .  T h e s e  i t e m s  a re  ve r i f i e d  i n  
t h e  p ro j e c t ’s  s u b m i t t e d  S y s t e m  
D e s i g n .
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Part II

Site Inspection
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String Inverter:  Photo showing Str ing 

Inverter information label  with the 

model  number shown.

Part II Photos: Inverter - DC Inverters and Combiner Boxes

12

DC Disconnect:  Photo showing wir ing 

inside of  DC Disconnect enclosure 

(within inverter or  isolated).
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Revenue Grade Meter:  Photo showing cumulative 

l i fet ime meter reading of  Revenue Grade Meters 

instal led by Approved Vendor.  

Part II Photos: Metering

Metering:  When Revenue Grade Meter is  unavailable,  

a  photo showing the cumulative production from a 

monitoring platform wil l  be accepted as an 

alternative.  For val idation,  this  photo should also 

include s ite information.
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Project:  Photo showing instal led modules.  

Aerial  photos wi l l  sat isfy  requirements when 

place on a bui lding with mult iple arrays placed 

on different directional  facing pitches.   When 

aerial  photos are not avai lable a photo of  each 

array must be submitted.

Part II Photos: Modules

Module Information:  Photo must show module 

label  with model  number matching submitted 

f inal  as-bui lt ,  s ingle l ine and Part  I I  Submitted.  
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Labeling: Photos showing clear and accurate labeling is present as necessary on 
inverters, disconnects, conduit, Main Service Panel, and other electronics. As part of 
the review, additional labeling photos may be requested as part of the system review.

Part II Photos: General Electrical – Safety Labeling



I L L I N O I S  S O L A R  F O R  A L L 16

Point of Interconnection: A photo must be submitted showing the method of 
interconnection.

Part II Photos: Point of Interconnection

Load Side connection: photo showing the 

wiring connection of the PV system through a 

UL l isted and properly rated back -fed breaker 

in the main service panel.  

Supply Side: a photo showing a properly 

rated, UL l isted tap was performed for the 

connection to the switch board or main 

service panel.  
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Photo showing the angle uti l ized for 

applicable ground mounted project.  This 

angle should be consistent with all  submitted 

project design documentation.

Part II Photos: Mounting and General Structure – Mounting Structure and Tilt

Mounting System Anchoring: Before modules 

are placed, a photo showing the ground 

penetration techniques uti l ized for applicable 

ground mounted projects must be captured.



I L L I N O I S  S O L A R  F O R  A L L 18

Obstructed Array Sections: Submit photos if shading is present of obstructions such as 
trees, chimneys, HVAC or other such items. If no shading is present, no additional 
photos are needed outside of general structure photos.

Part II Photos: Shading


