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Workshop Topics
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What are the benefits of becoming 
certified?

Who is eligible for certification?

Which certifications are 
recognized by which agencies?

Review the Cook County certification application

Personal Net Worth Statement

Supporting Documents

What could hold up the process



Benefits of 
Certification

60%25%

10%

5%

• Government procurement 
requires diversity inclusion  

• Government agencies set aside 
contracts for small certified firms.

• Your firm shows up in the 
database of certified firms when 
GCs are searching.

• Marketing tool for upcoming 
public-sector projects.
• Project 78th  ($7 billion)       

25% = $2.1 billion / 20 yrs.

• Lincoln Yards ($5 billion)     
25% = 1.5 billion / 15 yrs.

• CTA (Red/Purple) $2.1 billion 
25% = $525 million / 5 yrs.
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Types of 
Certifications
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE)
• Business owned/operated by an ethnic minority individual

• Black, Hispanic, Asian, Native American

Women Business Enterprise (WBE)
• Business owned/operated by a female

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
• Small business based on SBA size standards (race & gender neutral)

• Veteran Business Enterprise (VBE)
• Business owned/operated by a veteran

• Corporate Certifications (WNBEC / CMBDC)
• Business owned/operated by a women or minority (does not have size 

standard for business or personal net worth cap for owners)
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Eligibility
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Business must be a for-profit entity; owners are U.S. citizens and must be 51% 
owned by socially and economically disadvantaged individual.

Socially and 
Economically 
disadvantaged

• Socially pertains to ethnicity/ 
gender demographics: Black, 
Hispanic, Asian, Native 
American, Female.

• Economically the owner’s 
personal network has been less 
than $1.3 million over 3 years. 

Firm meets SBA 
size standards

• DBE certification regulations 
state the firm cannot exceed 
$23.98 million in annual gross 
receipts to be eligible.



Certifications recognized by 
the following agencies

Federal 
Government
DBE Certification

Transportation agencies – Tollway, IDOT, CTA, METRA, PACE

State of Illinois 
CMS 
BEP Certification

Tollway, State Universities, State contracts

City of Chicago 
MBE/WBE 
certifications

Cook County
M/WBE 
certifications
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CHA, CPS, PBC Airport Contracts

Cook County Land Bank, Forest Preserves, Cook Co. 
Hospital, City of Chicago



Reciprocity 
(What does it mean?)
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• Submit current M/W/D/VBE certification letter  
• Submit current tax return
• Submit current business licenses

CMS – BEP expedited process

• Submit current tax returns
• Submit current business license / letter of good standing
• Annual “no-change” affidavit is required

City of Chicago / Cook County (M/WBE)



REVIEW M/WBE 
Certification 
Application

Download DBE application at:
www.transportation.gov

• Certification Information
• General Information (Business Profile)
• Majority Owner Information
• Control

M/WBE certification application

• Assets – Liabilities = Personal Net Worth 

Personal Net Worth 
Statement
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M/WBE Application



M/WBE Application



M/WBE Application



M/WBE Application



M/WBE Application



M/WBE Application



Personal Net Worth
(Assets – Liabilities = PNW)

• Cash
• Investment Accounts
• Personal Property (vehicles, household goods, jewelry)
• Real Estate

Assets 

• Loans
• Mortgages on Real Estate
• Credit Card debt
• Unpaid taxes

Liabilities
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Personal Net Worth



Supporting Document 
CHECK LIST

Required documents for all applicants
• Resumes

• Personal Net Worth Statement

• Federal tax returns for 3 years

• Document of proof of contribution 

• List of equipment

• Licenses permits

• Description of all real estate owned/leased by your firm

• Bank authorization / signature cards

• List of employees, job titles, salaries and dates of employment

• Articles of incorporation of if Corporation or LLC

• Minutes of board of directors' meetings

• Proof of citizenship
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Certification Application 
Submission Process

 DBE, VBE & CMS application fee / Free 

 DBE (Universal application) IDOT, CTA, METRA, PACE, City

 M/WBE $250.00 application fee / City of Chicago & Cook County

 Company should be in “good standing” with the State of Illinois

 All business licenses must be current

 Tax returns must be signed by business owner

 Recommend having a Technical Assistance consultant review for 
completeness before submission. 

 CAN DO  (312) 488-9338 / Lhall@candocorp.net

 www.mwdbe-chicago.com
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